[Post-mortem evaluation following oncologic treatment of the functional and bacteriologic status of 25 permanent venous access devices].
Permanent venous access devices allow long-term parenteral treatment under relatively safe and comfortable conditions. Nevertheless, this use is associated with some degree of (particularly infectious) morbidity. 25 permanent access devices were removed surgically in immediate autopsies and cultured. Some half were infected, with a clear prevalence (40%) for Staphylococcus coagulase negative. The results were related to clinical history and compared with the figures and conclusions of other studies. It is proposed that in certain situations cultures of native blood should be carried out more frequently through the permanent venous access, with a view to possible specific targeted antibiotic therapy associated with the heparinized lock.